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DETAILED ACTION 
Introduction 

The following is a non-final office action in response to the communications 
received on March 19, 2008. Claims 17-25 are now pending in this application. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

The examiner has reviewed the patents and articles supplied in the Information 
Disclosure Statements (IDS) provided on September 24, 2004. 



Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of claims 17-25 in the reply filed on March 
19, 2008 is acknowledged. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: The term 
"identified" is misspelled "identifed". Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 17-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burnett (U.S. Patent Application Publication 20020087408). 

As per claim 17 . Burnett teaches "a method of checking properties of wares or 
services, the method comprising: providing a first database in which the properties of 
wares or services are stored, the wares or services being identified by a unique product 
identification code" (see Burnett paragraphs 177), "providing a database in which user 
profiles containing exclusion or desired criteria for the wares or services for each 
respective user are stored" (see Burnett paragraphs 408-41 1 ), "a particular user 
selecting a ware or service and determining the product identification code therefor" 
(see Burnett paragraphs 1 42 and 1 77), "retrieving the properties of the wares or 
services on the basis of the determined product identification code" (see paragraphs 
148-151), "retrieving the exclusion or desired criteria for the particular user" (see Burnett 
paragraphs 408-41 1; where user profile information is stored on the application server 
or translation server.), "comparing the retrieved exclusion or desired criteria for the 
wares or services with the retrieved properties of wares or services" (see Burnett 
paragraphs 408-41 1; where user profile information, such as geographic location, are 
compared to the product properties (including product location).), and "advising the 
particular user of the result of the comparison" (see Burnett paragraphs 408-41 1 ; where 
a user notified of the results. This is the same as advising the user of the results.). 
Although Burnett teaches that the user profiles can be stored in either the translation 
server or application server, Burnett fails to explicitly teach that the user profile 
information is stored in a second database. Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old 
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and well-known in the art to stored distinct information in a separate database. In other 
words, is it old and well-known in the art to store product information in a first database 
and contact/user information in a second database. The advantage of such a feature is 
that it promotes data integrity. It would have been obvious, at the time of the invention, 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Burnett to include this feature in order to 
promote data Integrity. 

As per claim 18 . Burnett teaches "the exclusion and desired criteria and said 
properties are stored In a structured manner, and wherein properties and said exclusion 
and desired criteria are retrieved by carrying out a hierarchical search" (see Burnett 
paragraph 239). 

As per claim 19 . Burnett teaches "a user profile containing said exclusion and 
desired criteria are stored in a mobile device and the comparison takes place in the 
mobile device upon receipt of the properties of the wares or services from a central 
server, or wherein said user profile is transmitted to said central or decentralized server 
and said comparison takes place in said central server" (see Burnett paragraphs 379- 
385). 

As per claim 20 . Burnett teaches "inputting the properties of the wares or 
services and user profiles containing exclusion or desired criteria in a configuration 
step" (see Burnett paragraphs 408-41 1). 
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As per claim 21 . Burnett teaches "the product identification code is a bar code" 
(see Burnett paragraph 178). 

As per claim 22 . Burnett teaches "the product Identification code is configured as 
a unique link on the Internet which is adapted, when activated, to access the first 
database, wherein the particular user enables access to the exclusion or desired 
criteria, and wherein the comparison operation takes place on a central server" (see 
Burnett figures 5A-5L). 

As per claim 23 . Burnett teaches "access to the exclusion or desired criteria is 
enabled by a cookie stored on a device associated with the particular user (see Burnett 
paragraph 250). 



unique information on the Internet, wherein a client computer reads the product 
identification code and retrieves the properties of the wares and services from the first 
database over the Internet, the client computer retrieves the exclusion or desired criteria 
from said database, which is either at a central server or in a local database on the 
client computer, and effects said comparison" (see Burnett paragraphs 135-136, 177, 
408-41 1 , and figures 5A-5L). Burnett fails to explicitly teach a "second database". This 




[, Burnett teaches "the product identification code is stored as 
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limitation is addressed in the rejection of claim 17; therefore the same rejection applies 
to this claim. 

As per claim 25 . Burnett teaches "said exclusion or desired criteria are 
associated in said database with a unique identification code for each user, and said 
exclusion or desired criteria are retrieved from said database on the basis of said 
unique user identification code" (see Burnett paragraphs 408-41 1 ). Burnett fails to 
explicitly teach a "second database". This limitation is addressed in the rejection of 
claim 17; therefore the same rejection applies to this claim. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following are pertinent to the current invention, though not 
relied upon: 

Ananian (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 20030028451 ) teaches an 
interactive and enhanced digital Instant Catalog of products, services, and information 
that is personalized or personally profiled, to each unique user of the catalog. 

Swartz et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 20030132298) teaches a 
consumer interactive shopping and marketing system. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kalyan K. Deshpande whose telephone number is (571) 
272-5880. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on (571) 272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Jeffrey A. Smith/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3625 



/kkd/ 



